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O ULD the Diviſions which 
ſubhſiſt in our Part of the Na- 
tion poſſibly be conceal d, ar 
the Artifices us'd- to prevent 

u, from ſerving our Country 
2M remain a Secret, the follow- 
ing Sheets would not have been publiſh'd until 
the preſent Rebellion had been entirely ſup- 

preſs d. We would have juffer'd any Impu- 
tations to have been affix'd to our Atians, ra- 
ther than, by an untimely Reſentment, to 
bave made our Animoſities publick, 


But thoſe very Men, be had depriv'd 
their Country of ſuch a Number of Hands, 
took care to divulge it themſelves. They 
gloried in the Action, and endeavour'd to load 


our Names with the utmoſt Infamy, by repre- 


74 ſenting us as Perſons who had been guilty of 
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PREFACE. 


Petty Rebellion; as Perſons whoſe Afions 
tended only to abet Inſurrections. | 


Some of our Friends, to undeceive the 
World, publiſh'd their Proceedings in the 
Daily Advertiſer, and diſplay'd the Actions 
of thoſe Gentlemen in ſuch ſtrong and lively 
Colours, that they ſoon attempted an Anſwer ; 
and accordingly publiſb'd a Vindication of their 
Conduct in Brice's Journal: But (if we may 
be allow'd to ſpeak our Opinion) never had a 
bad Cauſe ſo poor an Advocate. Inſtead of 
Arguments, he has Recourje to Invectives, 
and ſcarce a Sentence paſſes but ſome Bugbear 
Word hits the Reader in the Teeth. Libel- 
ler, Poifoner, Incendiary, Aſſaſſin, are the 
chief Imbelliſhments of his Performance. Nay, 
tho” ſo fair an Opportunity offered, he has 
not alledg*d one Reaſon for Diſbanding the 
Company; Eut (by his Manner of repreſen- 
ting this Affair) he ſeems conſcious to himſelf 
that the principal Fats are too notorious to 
be denied, and too infamous to be vindicated ; 
fince he has endeavour d to divert the Reader's 
Attention from being fi d on the main Points, 
by only inſerting (and that in a very partial 


Manner) a few Circumſtances,, which hs 
thought- 


PREFACE. 
thought would throw the beſt Gloſs over their 


Aion. 


One Thing we cannot omit. — He ſays; 
that, in Defiance of the Mayor's Authority, 
we choſe our Captain. We leave the whole 
World to judge of the Partiality of all the 
reſt by this unjuſt Repreſentation. 


When we met to celebrate His MajesTy*s 
BiRTH-DAY, we choſe to march to the Pa- 
rade, and fire, in the ſame Order as a Regu- 
lar Company; and as we had two Drums, 
and the ſame Number of Serjeants, we fix d 


upon One of the Company to take upon himſelf 


the Place of a Commander upon that Occa- 
ſion: But were ſo far from chuling that 
Perſon for our Captain, that, on the contra- 
ry, we had fix'd on one of thoſe very Gentle- 
men whoſe Names are inſerted in the Publick 
Paper; and he was at that Time too ſenſible 
of the Honour done him to refuſe it, as a 
Brother Captain of his (if his Memory wants 
to be refreſhed) can tell him. 


We ſpould grow tedious to the Reader if 
we took Notice of every Miſrepreſentation ; 
and ſhall therefore deſire he'll take their Paper 


with 


PREFACE. 


with him, in the Peruſal of our Appeal. Far 
our Parts, we can only ſay of it, as the Coun- 
tryman did of bis Nightingale, lis vox et 
præterea nihil, à mere empty Sound. 


He thinks, zy inſerting ſome Worthy Gen- 
f tlemens Names, it would ſufficiently ſecure 
| | this Action from any Imputations of Party 
and Faction. e can tell bim, Virtuous 
Actions needs no Aſſiſtance from Great Names 
to recommend them to the good Opinion of the 
| World, their own intrinſic Value is ſufficient. 
1 But if they are ill in themſelves, we can only 
1 lament that they find Patrons in Great Men. 
| Before theſe Gentlemen were introduced as ta- 
| king upon themſelves in ſo publick a Manner to 
| |  avow this Action, we imputed it (and cannot 
Belp ftill imputing it) to the Artifices of thoſe 
Perſons only whoſe former Conduct juſtified 7 
ſuch Suſpicions: We thought it was owing to 
thoſe, who, not long ſince, to ſerve a bi- 
gotted Party, proſtituted the LIBERTIES of ; 
the City, to ſuch @ Degree, as, at one 1 
Time only, to throw away its FREEDOM on | 
One Hundred and Thirty Perſons, who had 
not the leaſt Pretenſion to it either from Birth 
or Servitude: To thoſe Perſons who ſo obſti- 
nate- 
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PREFACE. 


nately perſiſted to oppoſe that Generous, that 
Humane, that Godlike Plan, form'd for the 
Relief of thoſe wretched Souls, whoſe Sickneſs 
was attended with this additional Mifery, that 
their extreme Indigence prevented them from 
procuring any Relief. We imazined they in- 
tended to crown all their paſt Actions with 
this Coup de Grace, and, if poſſible, en- 
ſlave their Country, by ſtifling that gene- 
rous Publick Spirit which had ſo conſpicu- 
ouſly appear'd in that Set of Perſons, who 
would have thought it their greateſt Happineſs 
to have had the Liberty of expoſing their Lives 
in Defence of their Religion, Laws, and Li- 
berties. But we ſhould find, if this Author 
might be credited, we were miſtaken, and that 
other Perſons claim a Share in this glorious 


Aion. And if they, as he would inſinuate, 


are fond of acquainting the World with Parts 


they acted in this Affair, we ſhall not be wan- 
ting, on our Side, to let the World know, how 


this Writer in Effect ſets . in the 
Year Seventeen Hundred and Forty Five, 
when a Popiſh Pretender, at the Head of an 
Army of Rebellious Villains, had not only o- 
ver-run all the North, but had almoſt penetra- 
ted to the Heart of the Kingdom; when an 


Invaſion. .. 
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I nvaſion was daily expeed in the Weſt, and 


Popery, Slavery, and Arbitrary Power, were 
making ſuch à rapid Progreſs thro" the Na- 
tion, that even then a Set of Gentlemen who 
had offer d their Aſſiſtance to tem this impetu- 
ous Torrent, and ſave their Country from Ruin, 
were prevented from that laudable Undertaking, 
and had their Hands tyed [I ſay, ſo by this 
Author it is imply d] by John Cholwich, E/; 
Deputy - Recorder, Stephen Weſton, EI; 
Bartholomew Jeftery and Richard Parmin- 
ter, E/qrs. and Councellours at Law, Benja- 
min Heath, Eq; and Mr. Alderman Heath. 
But we, notwithſtanding what this Writer has 
the Aſſurance to aver, cannot but eſteem ſuch 


evil Report of theſe Gentlemen (at leaſt their 
major Part) a malicious Slander. | 
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NN S the Diſbanding our 
8 N Company of VoLUN- 
SEDAN TEERS, who had of- 
U at LI fer'd ourſelves for His 
LL SHEN MAJESTY'S Service, 
bas occalioned much 
Diſcourſe in this City ; 'and as many 
invidious Reflections have been thrown, 
without the leaſt Reaſon, on thoſe Per- 
ſons who compos'd that Body; it's 
thought neceſlary, in our Vindication, 
ro 
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to lay the Mel, ler open to che 
World. 


We are not conſeious of having done 
one Action that we are atham'd to own, , 
and if through the Courſe of our Pro- 
ceedings we have been guilty of any 
imprudent Steps, we will readily re- 
tract and amend them. Whether we 
deſerved that Treatment beſtow'd upon 
us muſt be left to the Judgment af the 
impartial Reader, 


We ſhall only premiſe, that nothing 
in theſe Sheets is intended to.caft the 
leaſt Reflection on that PERSON, who 
ſo worthily fills the HiGHEST STA- 
TION in this City. His Zeal, his Aſ- 
ſiduity, in promoting every Thing for 
the Publick Good, demands our high- 
eſt Praiſes and utmoſt Eſteem, He has 
taken all Opportunities to inſpire in 
the Breaſt of each Private Man the 
ſame Ardour for promoting the Good of 
the Common Cauſe, : as actuates himſelf, 

As 
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31 
As to his Conduct with reſpe& to 
this Affair, we are fully perſuaded, had 
he not found it diſguſted a few Perſons 
for whom he had an Eſteem, we ſhould 
ſtill have cotinced in Ox Ek BoD y; 
but ſince they have thought fit to ex- 
preſs their Diſpleaſure at our Procee- 
dings, we mall look gon our being 
Diſbanded not ſo much the Act of Mr. 


MayoR, a3 of thoſe Gentlemen, and 
treat it accordingly, 


Every one knows, that, on the Brea- 
king out of the preſent unnatural Re- 
Bellion in the North, ASSOCIATIONS 
in all Parts were made, SUBSCRIPTI- 
ONS open'd, and Men rais'd at the Ex- 
pence of particular Bodies, for His Ma- 
jeſty's Service. This Place was not the 
moſt backward in expreſſing their Zeal; 
and tho' a City that for many Years has 
been diſtracted by Party Diviſions and 
Civil Diſcord, yet on this Occafion 
there appeared tlie greateſt Harmony; 
and a generous Spirit of Emulation for 
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promoting the Common Good fired e- 
very Man's Breaſt. An ASSOCIATT: 
ON was. immediately enter'd into by a- 
bove a Thouſand. Perſons, who enga- 
ged to to riſk their Lives and Fortunes 
in Defence of His MAIESTv's Perſon 
and Government. The Conſequence 
of this was, a voluntary Subſcription 
for raiſing a Number of Men for the 
Security of this County; and every 
Perſon ſubſcrib'd as his Zeal and A- 
bilities led him on. Amongſt the reſt, 
about Eighty young Tradeſmen, whoſe 
Zeal would not ſuffer them in ſuch 3 im- 
minent Danger to ſerve His Majeſty by 
Proxy, generouſly offer'd to expoſe their 
own Perſons in his Defence, Accor- 
dingly, Application was made to Mr. 
MAvOR, to permit us to form a Com- 
pany of Volunteers, and that it ſhould 
be attended with no other Expence to 
His Majeſty than the Supplying us with 
Arms. This he readily comply'd with, 


and was pleas'd to expreſs his Approba- 


tion of it in ſuch a manner, as gave 
Spirit 
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Spirit to the Undertaking. We imme- 


diately apply'd ourſelves with the ut- 
moſt Diligence to learn the military Diſ- 
cipline; which we continued about a 
Week, when a Meeting was held at the 
Guildball, and a Pattern-Coat produced 
for our Approbation: Which, after 
ſome Objections made to the Trimming, 
was (with a ſmall Alteration) unani- 
mouſly approv'd of. As ſoon as this 
was determin'd, it was propos'd by a 
Gentleman then preſent (whoſe Abilities 
and Influence are ſufficiently known ) that 


as the Number of Perſons, who had en- 


gag' d in this Undertaking, were too ma- 
ny to form One, and not enough to make 
Two Companies, a Committee ſhuuld 
be appointed to draw Eity tuo Men 
from the whole Body as a Complement 
for the firſt Company of Volunteers; and 
thoſe Perſons who were not included in 
that Nomination, ſhould form them- 


® ſelves into another Company, as ſoon as 


a ſufficient Number ſhould offer them- 


| | ſelves for that Purpoſe. The Conſe- 


quence 


64 
of this was immediately apprehended}; 
and objected to him, namely, that thoſe 


Perſons who were hot included in the 
firſt Company would reſent it as an Af- 


front offer'd them, and would abſolute- 


ly refuſe ever to form themſelves into 
another. However, as he inſiſted on 


the Neceſſity, we Tubmitted to his Judg- 


ment, and accordingly fix'd on that 
Number. As ſoon as the Names were 
reported, it appear'd but too plain that 
our Apprehenſions were not without 
FE cundation : For they juſtly reſented 
it. And as this has expos'd the Bady 
(eſpecially the Committee) to many in- 
vidious Reflections, we could do no leſs, 
in Juſtice to ourſelves, - than repreſent 
it in its proper Light, and hot let a 
whole Body ſufter, for the A only of 
a ſingle Perſon, 


But to proceed. — As every Perſon 
ſeem'd to agree in the Uniform, it was 
propos'd to meet at a Tavern the next 
Evening, with Intent to adjuſt every 

Thing 
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Thing neceſſary. for the Undertaking, 

We accordingly aſſembled at the Time 
appointed; when we were inform'd 
that Mr. MA yok intended. to make us 
ſome new Propoſals ; and it was ſoon 
whiſperd round the Room, by thoſe 
who were intruſted with the Secret, 
that we ſhould not be permitted to con- 
tinue in a Company, but muſt be. incor- 
porated with the Common Men; and, to 
our great Surprize, this appear'd to be 
the Caſe; for, on Mr. Mayor's en- 
tering the Room, attended by two or 
three Councellours and ſome other Gen- 
tlemen, the Occaſion of their meeting us 
was open'd in a very elaborate Speech 
by one of the above Gentlemea ; the 
Subſtance of which is contain'd 1 in the 
three following e er 


Firſt, He advanc'd, chat we had 
branded the Volunteers who ſerv'd for 
Pay, as a Set of Mercenaries that we 


ſcorn d to. rank with; and unleſs we 


would convince them {and that by in- 
cor- 


[81 


corporating ourſelves into their Bodies 


that we did not defpiſe them, none 


would ſerve, and conſequently” it would 
reduce the Point in Debate to this 2 
tion, whether we ſhould raiſe Fifty or 


Five Hundred Men, for His e 
Service? 7 


His ſecond Argument was intended 
to enforce our incorporating by Halt- 
dozens into each Company, as our Ex- 


ample would inſpire the others with 
the greater Courage, 


Under his laſt, he aſſerted, without 
in the leaſt endeavouring to prove (un- 
leſs as a Conſequence from the two 
preceding Arguments) that our Detigi 
in forming this Company was pernicious, 
injurious, and deſtructivæ to the Good 
of the COMMON CAUSE. 


This, we apprehend, was the Sub- 
ſtance of what that Gentleman advan- 
ced upon this Occaſion; and ſince theſe 


were 
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were the moſt material Objections at 
that Time alledged for diſbanding the 
Company, we muſt beg Leave to make 
our Obſervations on them, and try the 
Strength of his Arguments. In An- 
ſwer to the firſt, we were fo far from 
having the leaſt Diſeſteem for the other 
Volunteers, that, on the contrary, we 
took all Opportunities to declare we 
would with the greateſt Pleaſure (as 4 
Body) appear with them in the Field, 
and always treat them as Brother Sol- 
diers; and to let them ſee we would 
ſhare in all their Fatigues, in Cafe any 
Detachments were ever ordered, we 
readily agreed that our Company ſhould 
ſend their Proportion. Nay, it was 
ohe great Motive that induc'd us to 


form ourſelves into a Company that it 


might be an Encouragement to the 
common Men to exert themſelves alſo: 
For when they ſee Perſons of Proper- 
ty rather chuſe to hazard their own 
Lives, in ſuch a Time of Danger, 
than ſit at home venting their fruitleſs 


C Wiſhes 


[ 10 


Wiſhes for the derten of His Ma jeſty's 
Arms, it muſt certainly fire the Blood 
of every Engliſhman, and en gage him 


to join with Heart and Hand in the 
| yu good Deſign. 


And the Conſequence has plainly 
evinc'd that we were not deceiv'd in 
cur ExpeRarions . for notwithſtanding 
the Gentleman's Aſſertion to the con- 
trary, it's a Fact too notoricus to he 


denied, by any who will give them- 


ſelves the Trouble of applying to the 
Books, that near two Hundred Men 
had, at the very Time this Gentleman 
was guilty of this Miſtake, enter?d 
their Names to enliſt as Volunteers. 


And now we appeal even to himſelf, 
whether we ſhall believe the plaineſt 
Facts and our own Eyes, or in Oppoſi- 
tion to theſe, truſt to an Ipſe dixit. 


We fhall now proceed to Foe I 
what was advanced in his ſecond Argu- 
' | ment; 


tu! 


mefit ; which was, that by dif] perſing 
| outfeties} in Half- dozens thro'each Com- 
pany, we ſhould by our Example in- 
ſpire the others with a greater Courage. 
Let us, for once, argue upon his Sup- 
poſition, that out Common Men wanted 
ſufficient Spirit to engage an Enemy, 
unleſs headed by ſome of our Body, 
and ſee whether his Argument does not 
lead him farther, nay, prove the contra- 
ry to what he intended. As he lays this 
down as a Propoſition, that Example 
inſpires Courage, he muſt at the ſame 
Time agree with us, that it conſe- 
quently has the ſame Influence when 1 it 
degenerates into Cotoardice. 


And ſince this is the Caſe, we leave 
him to judge, whether it's more proba- 
ble for Six Young Fellows to inſtil 
Courage into Forty: ſix, whoſe Fears 
prompt them to leave the Field of Bat - 
tle; or whether ſuch a great Majority” 
receding at a Time when their Courage 
comes to the Tryal, would not involve 

C 2 3 
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the ſmaller Number in their. Diſgrace; 
for what could Six Perſons do, deſerted 
by all their Body. When Death, that 
King of Tron, appears in ſo many 
dreadful Shapes, Cowardice is infecti- 
ous, and Self- Preſervation a ſtrong 


Motive to follow any Example, that 
would point out their own Security. 


On the contrary, had we been permitted 
to act in a Body, and allotted the Poſt 
of Danger, as we knew the Eyes of the 
whole Battalion were fix'd on us, as 
we were ſenſible it was expected we 
ſhould be an an Example of Courage 
and Reſolution to our Common. Men, 

as our Religion, Liberties, and Proper- 
ties, in a great meaſure, depended on 
our Behaviour, not a Man in the whole 
Company, but would rather have met 
a certain Death than recede one Step. 


permit us now to ſtand up in behalf 
of our Common Men; let us reſcue their 
Characters from thoſe unjuſt Reflections 


1 upon them. Shall the Ce 
0 


C 13 3 

of the Engliſh be diſputed, which for 
ſo many Ages has been the Glory of 
this Nation? Shall any Imputations 
of Cowardice be affix'd to thoſe Perſons, 
who, even by their own Enemies, are 
eſteem'd the braveſt Soldiers in the 
World? No: the Engliſh Blood is not 
ſo much degenerated; DETTINGEN 
ſtamps the Lie on all ſuch Iaſinuations; 
they want no Gens des Arms to ſpur 
them on ; their own innate Courage is 
ſuficient, tho' Death ſtares them in the 
Face. : | 

His third Argument was, to let us 
know, that our Deſigns were pernicious, 
injurious, and deſirufive to the Good 
of the Common Cauſe, What our 
Deſigns were, we beſt knew ourſelves ; 
but ſince this Gentleman appears ſo 
mighty fond to dive at the Bottom, we 
will indulge his Curiofity, and take the 
Liberty to acquaint him, and all the 
World, that we were not led by any 
private- Intereft-; that we had ho . 
3 0 
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of getting into Places, nor any Deſigt 
but that of promoting the Publick God: 
Our Deſign was to ſtand up in Defence 
of our Religion, Liberties, and Pro- 
perties, which we were truly ſenſible 
muſt ail be loſt under a Popiſh' Go- 
vernment. And tho' ſome Perſons 
Confciences may allow them to pin 
their Religion on Political Wheels, 

ours does not hang ſo looſely as to per- 
mit us at Conſtantinople to be a Maho- 
metan, or at Rome a Papiſt. We think 
it an Affront to Common Senſe to ſup- 
poſe that our Religion muſt alter with 
the Climate, or the People we happen 
to converſe. with, This, indeed, is 
pernicious, injurious, and deſtructive 
to all Religion, and muſt be attended 


with the groſſeſt ä or down- 
right Atheiſm. | 


| We have now finiſh'd our Obſerva- 
tiohs on what this Gentleman advan- 
ce& and ſhall: only add, that as his 
Rhetorick at that Time did not induce 

+41, 4% us 
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us to alter our Reſolution, ſo, on the 


cooleſt Reflection, we can't charge our- 


ſelves with any Obttinacy, nor find 


Reaſon to condema our Conduct in not 
— with his Propuſal. 


What was alledg'd by the other Gen- 
tlemea at this Meeting, was only a Re- 
petition of what we have anſwer?d. 


Indeed, one Perſon was ſo kind as to 


let us know, that if we did incorporate 
with the Common Men, he did not ex- 
pe& we ſhould whore and drink with 
them, He might have conſider'd he was 


not talking to a Set of Porters, but 
Gentlemen. 


He did not expect. Had he expec- 
ted, and even led us on to thoſe Vices, 
however great a Deference in other 
Caſes we might pay to his Judgment, 
and tho' implicit Obedience is the prin- 
cipal Duty of a Soldier, yet even at 
the Expence of that, and in ſpite of the 


maden from his Age, Eggwicncs, | 
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and Example, we would have retain 4 
our Virtue. 


As the Gentlemen perceiv'd, we 
were all determin'd, if poſſible, to con- 
tinue in one Company, and (as we ſup- 
poſe) in Hopes to effect that, by ap- 
plying to particular Ferſons, which they 
found we had ſo unanimouſly rejected 
in a Body, they did not think fit at 
that Time to diſband us; but we were 
order d to meet Mr. Mayor, and 
them, the Saturday following, when 
we ſhould receive their final Determi- 
nation. 


Accordingly, at the Time appoin- 
ted, we met, when a formidable Ob- 
jection indeed was ſtarted, but of a 
quite different Nature from any of the 
former. We were not then deſir'd to 
incorporate with the Common Men, 
but command them. They could not, 
it ſeems, find a ſufficient Number of 
Off cers to command the common Men, 
wich- 
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| without applying to 917 Company. This 


was really a well- laid Scheme; for 
they very well Knew that by taking a 
Dozen Men from our Body to act as 


Officers, would be giving them ſuch a 
Preference as would be juſtly reſented. 


by all rhe reſt, and occaſion the imme- 
diate Diſſolution of the Company: And 
this was the very Thing they wanted. 
They were determin'd we ſhould not 
continue in a Body; but they were, at 


the ſame Time, ſenſible it would look 


very ſtrange to diſband Fifty Men, 


when every Perſon knew they could not 
raiſe above half the Number that was 


at firſt propoſed. They were therefore 
in Hopes to make it an Act of ourſelves, 
and ſo ſcreen th-m from that Odium 
which would attend their dillolving us. 


But we ſaw through the Artifice, and 


to a Man reſus'd to accept of any Com- 


miſſion. Upon which, they were ob- 


liged to take upon themſelves the diſa- 


greeable Part, and, making uſe of Mr. 
Marok's Authority, they at laſt dil- 
, Maca us. D Let 
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Let us now a little reflect on their 
laſt Argument, that they could not find 
a ſuficient Number of Officers without 
applying to our Company. Prodigious 
ſtrange! that ſo large, ſo populous, a 
City as EXETER ſhould not be able 
to furniſh Commanders ſufficient to head 
ſo ſmall a Party as Five Hundred Men, 
Our Body was compos'd of ſuch whoſe. 
Zcal indeed was truly laudable; but 


whoſe Inexperience entirely incapacita- 
ted us for ſuch a Station. 


Let us now examine the Cauſe from 
whence this proceeds. Why, it ſeems, 
a Gentleman, who exerts himſelf on 
all publick Occaſions, and who, on this, 
excceded even the moſt ſanguine Ex- 
pectations, He, who ſo carneſtly preſs'd 
his Fellow-Citizens to join with Heart 
and Hand in ſo good a Deſign; He, 
who would even condeſcend to carry a 
brown Muſket, as an Encourazement 
to others; ; yet He, this talking Patriot, 
was one pr, the firſt who declin'd a 
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Commiſion. His Buſineſs required his 
Attendande. What, could he muſter 
up no better an Excuſe ? Had he mar- 
ryd a Wife, and could not come, there 
oni have been ſome Pretence: But 
Buſineſs ! —— why, People muſt be mad 
to go to Law at ſuch Times as theſe. 
It's therefore no Wonder, fince this 
Gentleman declin'd it, that others fol- 
lowed his Example; and when once 
thoſe Perſons, who have the City at 
their Beck fall oft, it's nothing ſtrange 
that Commiſſions go a-begging, 


As for thoſe Gentlemen of our Body, 
who, ſince the Diſbanding of the Com- 
pany, have thought fit to accept of 
Commiſſions, if nothing within their 
own Breaſts reflects on their Conduct, 
we ſhall not endeavour to leſſen that 
Satisfaction which they muſt undoubted- 
ly enjoy in a Pike and Cockade. Should 
we enumerate their many repeated. De- 
clarations agatalt accepting any Com- 
miſſion, ir would -probably fill their 
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Minds with ſome Remorſe, and baniſh 
that Gaiety which at preſent ſo trium- 
phantly reigns. | 


There is, however, one DRA NwCAN- 
six that deſerves particular Notice. He 
had the Raiſing this Company ſo much 
at Hcart, that he was one of the firſt 
who propos d it to Mr. Mayo, and 
always exerted himſelf in a very extra- 
ordinary Manner. He was the Head, 
the Heart, the Hand, in every Step that 
was taken; and, when we were on the 
Point of being disbanded, in expreſſing 
his Reſentment, he even exceeded the 
Bounds of Decency. — But the dazling 
Luſtre of a Pike at once ſilenced all Ob- 
jections, baniſh'd his Reſentment, and 
lull'd his Reaſon aſleep; and by accep- 
ting of a Commiſſion, he at the ſame 
Time gratified his Ambition, and 
made Attonement for his bitter In- 
vectives. We make no Reflections; 
but proceed. 


"That - 
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That we may not omit the leaſt Sha- 
dow of an Objection, we ſhall take 
Notice of one Obſervation more made 
uſe of by the Gentlemen, which was 
that we had not taken the Militury 
Oath, and ſeem'd to inſinuate that con- 
ſequently we could not be depended 
upon in Caſe of any Action. This is 
beſt anſwer'd in one of the above Gen- 
tlemens own Words upon this very Oc- 
caſion. He obſerv'd at our firſt Mee- 
ting that the Reaſon for laying the 
Common Men under an Qath was to 
preveat their ſelling the Cloaths which 
was purchas'd for them at the Expence 
of the Subſcribers ; but (as he very well 
added) fince you have ſupplied yourſelves 
with Cloathing at your own Expence, 
there is #0 manner of Occaſion to lay you 
under the ſame Reſtriftion as the Com- 
mon Men. We thought ourſelves under 
the moſt ſacred Tie to follow our Com- 
mander; and we will venture to ſay, 
that he would have found as ſtrict an 


Obedience in us, who acted upon Ho- 
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nour, as ſrom the others who were 

bound by an Oath; for if Honaur is 

1 once forfeited, Oaths are but of litt le 

WW Value. But to proceed, tho we were 

3 disbanded, and our Hands tyed from ac- 
ting as a Body, yet our Zeal was not 
any way diminiſh'd, and we continued 
our Exerciſe, in hopes of qualifying our. 
ſelves to act as Volunteers in ſome of 
the marching Regiments. As His Ma- 
jeſty Birth day approach'd, we were 
willing to ſhew our Loyalty, and pay 

- that Honour to the Day which it de- 
ſerv'd; and accordingly march'd in re- 
gular Order to the Parade, where we 
gave three Vollies on the Occaſion. 
This innocent, nay this truly laudable 
Action, which ia all other Parts of the 
Kingdom, where the ſame was done, 
has been look'd upon as the greateſt 
Marks of Loyalty and Zeal, yet in us 
has been branded with no better a Name 
than petty Rebellion, 


And as we intended to have expreſd 
our 3 of Popery in the ſame 
man- 
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manner the Fifth of November, a Day 


remarkable for our providential Delive- 


rances from the worſt of Cala mities that 
could befall us; a Day, in which we 


were preſerv d from falling a Prey to 
our moſt inveterate Enemies; who, 
under the pretence of Religion, have 
(as far as their Power extended) been 


guilty of ſuch horrid Cruelties as 


ſhock the Human Nature only to re- 
late; yet theſe Gentlemen, under a Pre- 
tence that ĩt would diſturb the Peace of 


this City, and tend to abet Inſurrecti- 


ons, making uſe of Mr. MV OR's Au- 
thority, by a Publick Edict thought fit 
to forbid us. Ard to puſh their Reſent- 
ment as far as poſſible, as Mr. Mayor's 
Juriſdiction did not extend to the Cale 
(a Place where we uſually exercis'd) 
they procur*d an Order under the Hands 
of Three Juſtices of the Peace for the 

County to refuſe us Admittance; and 
hive even procceded ſo far as to deny 
us the Uſe of Arms, - unleſs we will:en- 
liſt under the Captains of the Common 
Men. ".- 


| 
| 
Z 
h 


2 


IS —_— — II 
MA 


—_— 
* <- 


1 24] - 


Such have been the Arguments, and 
ſuch the Methods taken, to render uſe- 
leſs. to their Country a Set of Perſons, . 
whoſe only Crime was a waim Zeal to 
exert themſelves for His Majeſty's Ser- 
vice. Permit us now- to ask you, Gen- 
tlemen, whether this is a Time to pro- 
mote Diviſions, or to reſtrain the Ar- 
dour cf thoſe who would have thought 
themiclves guilty of the moſt abject 
Stupidity, had they remain'd idle Spec- 
tators, at a Time when their Allegi. 
ance to the Beſt of Kings, their Duty to 
their Country, and their own private 
Intereſt, ſo loudly call « for their Aſſiſ- 
Lance. . = 


Do you, Gentlemen, want to he in- 
form'd, that our Enemies have ſcatter'd 
their Emiſſaries thro? all Parts of the 
Kingdom, on Purpoſe to ſow the Seeds 
af Diſcord, and take all Opportunities 
to increaſe our Diviſions ? In ſhort, 
could any. Thing but an open Declarati- 
on in Favour of the Pretender more ef- 


fec- 
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fectually have promoted his D than 
ſome Mens Conduct? 


And, we truſt, you'll excuſe us for 
reſenting our being disbanded, when 
you conſider, that if Succeſs ſhould at- 
tend our Enemies Undertakings, tho? 
ſuch Conduct may juſtly claim the Ti- 
tle to exempt them from the general De- 
ſtruction, yet ours will on the contrary 
expoſe us to their brutiſ Fury. Me 
ſhall experience no Clemency, but be 


mark*d out as proper Objects to be . 
crificed to their Vengeance, 


We have now gone through this Af. 


fair, and appeal to the'whole World whe- 
ther we have deſerv'd the Treatment we 


have met wich, Have we been guilty 
of any Action that would tend to abet 
Inſurrect ions? Have we done any Thing 
to diſturb the Peace of the Government? 
Have we deſerv'd to be ſtigmatiz'd as a 
Set of Perſons who promoted Deſigns 
that wete pernicious, injurious, and de- 
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1 
ſtructiye to the Publick Good? Let that 
Gentleman who has attempted to pene- 
trate into the Receſſes of the Heart, 
once more try his Ingenuity ; let him a- 
gain dive into our Breaſts. He'll in- 
deed find them fir'd with Indignation 
at being ſuſpected of Diſloyalty, but at 
the ſame Time filPd with the warmeſt 
Zeal for His Majeſty and the Proteſtant 
Religion. And ſince he is again diſap- 
pointed, to make him ſome Amends for 
his loſt Labour, we'll point him out a 
more likely Place, where no ſuch Diffi- 


culties will attend the Search: - Let 
him dive into hig own Boſom. 


To conclude: — Tho? the Gentlemen 
have prevented us from acting in a Bo- 
dy, and tyed the Hands of thoſe Perſons 
who were ready to have ſacrific'd their 
Lives ia Defence of their Country, yet 
they can never deprive us of that inward 
Satisfaction which reſults from having 
done our Duty, in offering our Service, 
at a Time when our Religion, Liberties; 
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and Properties, every Thing that was 
dear and valuable, lay at Stake. 


May the Divine Providence always 
protect that SacRED PERSON under 
whoſe Government we enjoy ſuch inva- 
luable Bleſſings! May the Crown long 

flouriſh on his Head! and when, de- 
preſod with the Weight of Years, he 
pays the Debt to Nature, may the 
Sceptre deſcend in Peace to his Poſterity 
from Age to Age, till Time ſhall be no 
more 
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